[A study of bacterial meningitis in Hokkaido between 1994 and 1998].
We evaluated 82 children with bacterial meningitis in 78 institutions in Hokkaido, Japan between 1994 and 1998. The mean number of cases per year was 16.4 (range, 9 to 30). A male predominance occurred with 52 males and 30 females (1.7:1). Median age was 11 months with a range from 1 day to 11 years. Seventy-eight (95%) of the total were less than 5 years old with 55 (67%) less than 2 years old and 45 (55%) less than 1-year old. Four deaths occurred, giving an overall case fatality rate of 4.9%. Sequelae were seen at discharge in 29%, predominantly sensorineural hearing loss, epilepsy and development delay of varying severity. The main causative organisms were Haemophilus influenzae in 49 patients, Streptococcus pneumoniae in 14, Streptococcus agalactiae in 10 and Escherichia coli in 5. The frequency of poor prognosis was 50% for patients with meningitis due to S. pneumoniae or S. agalactiae compared with 27% for patients with meningitis due to H. influenzae.